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Development Diary
To start off my College magazine cover, I firstly wanted to find a picture of a happy student. I went onto Safari, then typed in www.google.com and clicked images. I typed in ‘student’ and found an image of a young girl holding a book; this seemed suitable to me as it would link with the title which would be about College. 

Next, I right clicked on the image, clicked ‘Save as’ then saved it into my documents in the AS Media Folder. 

I then went on to Photoshop which is where I would be creating my magazine cover. I went on ‘File’, ‘Place’ and then found where I saved the picture. Once my picture was on the screen, I realised that it was too small so I went onto ‘Edit’ and ‘Free Transform’, then I was able to adjust the size as it needed to be a mid close up picture. 

The next step was the Title. I wanted to do the title next because the title had to link with the image I had chosen. I thought it would relate well because the image was of a student and I was naming my title ‘WestVic Weekly’ which is the name of the college. 
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title a dark green colour as it matches the colour of the book the girl is holding. Firstly, I clicked the ‘T’ icon on the left hand side of the page to create a text box. I clicked the screen and dragged the text box out to the appropriate size and typed in the text. I then went to the top of the screen and chose a fun yet serious looking font which reflects the primary readers and made it quite a large size as it will be one of the first thing the reader views. 

I kept trying to find the same green colour as the book but it wasn’t exactly right. I asked my teacher how I could find the nearest possible shade of green and he showed me that you can click the ‘eye dropper tool’, click on the book and the correct colour would be selected. I then clicked the ‘paint bucket tool’ and clicked the title. 

I wanted at least two coverlines on my front cover so that the audience will be drawn into reading it. It also makes it look more interesting. The first coverline I chose was ‘How to pass your exams?’. I thought this was quite a good one to use as it appeals to our target audience which is college students who will be taking exams in a few months; and worrying about passing them. Again, I used the same tool to create this as I did with the title; I created a text box. Once I had done this, I decided to make it the same colour green as the book and the title. Again, I wanted it to be the same colour as the book and title so I did the same thing with the eye dropper and the paint bucket tool. 

The front cover was looking quite simple at this point so I didn't want to make everything look the same. I used a script based font called ‘zapfino’. I then moved it to an open space on the page. 

My next coverline was ‘Help with UCAS applications’ which also relates to the audience as the students will have to create an application for university soon. 

I chose to have three main coverlines, the third was ‘Feeling under pressure?’ which I have put on the book to make it look like the title. I did this in the exact same way by using a text box and changing the size, font and colour. 

On my skeleton drawing of the front cover, I put in a strapline at the bottom of the page. This makes the cover look more interesting and allows you to put some more text to make the audience want to buy the magazine. I clicked on the ‘rectangle tool’ and drew a strapline at the bottom of the page; I made it a green colour to link with the rest of the rage otherwise it would look too random if I made it pink for example. I made another text box and typed in ‘Watch out for next month’s issue - free food vouchers!’. This makes the reader want to get next month’s magazine as they will get another free give away. I personally think it makes it look more professional as many major magazines do straplin[image: image5.png]WestVic
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I added an insert to the front cover to promote people buying the magazine. When I buy a magazine, I expect something back so with each magazine, you have the chance to ‘win 2 cinema tickets, see page 5 for details’. I didn’t want it to be just a line of text otherwise it would look too much like a coverline. I decided to create a circle by using the ‘rounded rectangle tool’ and drawing it into the shape appropriate. I then made it the same colour green and moved it to the top right corner of the page so that it wasn't a full circle. I then used another text box and used white writing so it would stand out on its dark background.

When you buy a real magazine, you normally see all the added extras that it needs such as the price, date, barcode and issue number. 

I went onto safari, www.google.com, images, typed in barcode and saved it to my documents. I then went onto my front cover, file, place and found where I saved the image. I then made it the correct size and moved it to where I wanted it. 

I didn’t know how much to sell the magazine for. I wanted to make money from the magazines but I know that if its too expensive, then people wont buy it. I thought a reasonable price would be a £1.00 as you can say ‘its only a pound!’. I then added a date as well; I did both of these by using a text box. I used the ‘zapfino’ font again because I thought it looked good. 

I have now completed my front cover and I think it appeals to the primary target audience. You wouldn’t find this magazine being sold in a shop but it still looks some what professional and is appropriate to sell at a college. The colours, differe[image: image8.png]WL TALE T
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nt fonts, clever inserts and images help to appeal to the readers so they buy and read it.

The target audience would be students and perhaps would only appeal to girls this month as it has a girl on the front. However, if I were to carry on creating college magazines, I would put a boy on the next front cover so it appeals to both sexes.  


