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Existing Magazines Audience Research
Obtain a range of popular magazines and, after studying the front cover, contents page and a main feature, answer the following questions about the typical reader of each magazine, showing justification of your decisions.
	Question
	Answer(s)
	Reason(s)

	What breakfast cereal do they eat?
	I think this girl would eat fruit loop cereals for breakfast. 
	She looks quite fun and free. She is also quite skinny and obviously doesn’t eat a lot of unhealthy foods. 

	What car / mode of transport do they use?
	Possibly, a Mini Cooper.
	Reasons for this could be that she seems quite petite and sweet and a little car - like a Mini Copper - would suit her. Especially for getting to SMU College.

	What type of accommodation do they live in?
	I think she lives on Campus. Possibly has a scholarship or just lives in the dormitories with her College friends. Could possibly be a cheerleader. 
	She has a bright red top on that says ‘I love SMU’ which looks like the College is called SMU. It just seems realistic and appropriate for her to live on CAmpus - it is quite common for people who study in the USA.

	What do they drink?
	Vitamin water, water or soft drinks. 
	She looks healthy and bright so I think she sticks to healthy drinks to make her appearance look better such as water!

	What TV shows / films do they watch?
	Chick Flicks’ and Teenage girl programmes such as ‘Hellcats’ or MTV.
	Most teenage girls in America tend to watch these types of shows because they appeal to her - young, attractive and studying in the USA.

	What type of music do they like?
	Up to date music, mostly pop or up beat. 
	She could be a cheerleader - emphasis on the ‘could’ - so she would have to cheer to up to date, upbeat music when she performs. She is studying in College so the college students most probably have regular parties which would involve this type of music. 

	What is their favourite meal?
	It would be a healthy meal. Chick strips with salad. 
	As I said, she is healthy and fit so she wouldn't eat something like McDonald’s on a regular basis. 

	What sport do they watch / play?
	She could do Cheerleading or Lacrosse.
	Watches them so she can get better at the sport or look out for her opponents.

	What is their marital status?
	She is not married as she is smart enough to go onto further education. Possibly has a College boyfriend. 
	Doesn’t look like she has a ring on and is really pretty.

	Where do they go on holiday?
	Seems like she already lives somewhere hot so could possibly travel within America to New York for Christmas of Washington to see the sights. 
	The background shows that its really sunny which means it’s hot so she travels to see things such as The Empire Estate Building instead of Spain to sunbathe.

	Do they vote? If so, who for?
	Yes, she looks about 20 - 21 so would be allowed to vote. Doesn’t really care who she votes for as she is young and follows the crowd. 
	She looks popular so voting wouldn’t be her biggest priority. 

	What is their idea of a ‘good night out’?
	Having a house party at the ‘popular’ people’s houses. 
	She is pretty and seems popular so she would be with the ‘in group’ who get invited to these parties. 

	
	
	

	
	
	


You should find it easy to answer these questions and the reason for this is fairly straightforward. Magazine publishers work hard to create a view of their ‘ideal reader’ and, in order to sell this readership to advertisers, they go as far as developing short narratives about their typical reader. This is something that you should be thinking about for your own magazines.
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